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HIV/AIDS, malaria, and tuberculosis; to de-
velop strategies for the prevention and con-
trol of non-communicable diseases; and to 
address the threat of avian influenza. 

11. The Presidents expressed their com-
mitment to ensure that political stability, 
democracy, and development take firm root 
in Haiti. Brazil and the United States close-
ly follow the development of the electoral 
process in Haiti and express their con-
fidence that a new democratically elected 
President will take office on February 7, 
2006. 

12. The Presidents noted with satisfaction 
the activities of the working groups on eco-
nomic growth, agriculture and energy es-
tablished in June 2003, as well as the Con-
sultative Mechanism on Trade and Invest-
ment established in 2001. The Presidents 
also committed to intensify existing dia-
logues and cooperation in science and tech-
nology, education, the environment, and 
promotion of trade and investment. They 
agreed to: 

(a) convene the Joint Commission pro-
vided for in the 1984 Bilateral Agree-
ment relating to Cooperation in 
Science and Technology and reinvigo-

rate medium- and long-term activities 
in areas such as earth, atmospheric, 
and space sciences, health, biodiver-
sity, and agriculture; 

(b) renew the current Memorandum of 
Understanding, continuing the ‘‘Part-
nership in Education;’’ 

(c) elevate current dialogue on the pro-
tection of the environment and sus-
tainable management of natural re-
sources; and 

(d) establish an informal consultative 
mechanism between the Ministry of 
Development, Industry, and Trade 
and the Department of Commerce. 

13. The Presidents reaffirmed their 
friendship and their commitment to further 
strengthening ties between the two nations 
to foster freedom, democracy, security and 
prosperity. 

NOTE: The transcript was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 6. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language version of this joint 
statement. An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment. 

The President’s News Conference With President Martin Torrijos Espino 
of Panama in Panama City, Panama 
November 7, 2005 

President Torrijos Espino. A very good 
morning, esteemed journalists. I’m pleased 
to welcome you, to welcome the President 
of the United States to Panama. 

On this rainy morning, we’ve had a work 
meeting with President Bush, and we’ve 
had the opportunity to exchange viewpoints 
on various subjects of interest to Panama 
as well as of interest to the United States. 
We’ve discussed the advantages and oppor-
tunities offered by free trade, and we’ve 
reviewed our agenda, starting with past 

April’s visit when I had the opportunity to 
visit President Bush in Washington. 

Panama has had a special relationship 
with the United States throughout the var-
ious stages of its history, and the President 
and I are committed to maintain and 
strengthen this through dialog and through 
an open relationship such as we have had 
so far. There will not always be agreement, 
such as in the unexploded ordinance issue, 
but there will always be a frankness, sin-
cerity between us so that we can discuss 
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as friends on the various viewpoints of our 
countries. 

In a few moments, I’ll have the oppor-
tunity to take President Bush to the 
Miraflores Locks. This will be the first time 
that a sitting U.S. President—the first time 
a sitting U.S. President left the United 
States, he did so to observe the construc-
tion of the Panama Canal. And today the 
President of the United States, George W. 
Bush, will have the opportunity to see how 
we Panamanians feel proud not only of the 
process of reversion of the Panama Canal 
from U.S. to Panamanian hands, but we 
also feel proud of the way the canal is 
being managed and of the opportunities 
that it will offer into the future. 

Welcome, Mr. President. And we will 
now offer an opportunity for press from 
both sides to ask a couple of questions. 

President Bush. I look forward to going 
to the Panama Canal. I am most impressed 
by the management of the canal. Those 
who are responsible for the Panama Canal 
have done an excellent job, and this is ben-
eficial to the world, and I congratulate you 
for that. And I’m really looking forward 
to seeing it. 

I’m also looking forward to paying our 
respects to—by laying a wreath. I’m also 
looking forward to seeing some of the Pan-
amanian baseball stars. People around here 
know how to play baseball, and I’m looking 
forward to seeing some of your stars, Mr. 
President. So thanks for letting us come. 
Thanks for inviting me. 

We have had a very good discussion, and 
it’s important we have discussions, because 
we’re friends. And one of the matters we 
discussed was, how do we work together 
to improve the lives of our respective citi-
zens? And one way is through trade. We’re 
in the midst of negotiating a free trade 
agreement with Panama. And I told the 
President this free trade agreement is im-
portant for America, as he told me it’s im-
portant for Panama. And we’re close to 
coming to an agreement, and we’ll continue 

to work on that agreement for the good 
of our respective peoples. 

I also told him that I was pleased with 
the leadership of Panama and Argentina. 
Twenty-nine nations said, loud and clear, 
‘‘It’s important for us to continue to ad-
vance a trade agenda that is positive for 
the people of this hemisphere.’’ And I ap-
preciated your Government’s stance on 
that, Mr. President. You’re acting in the 
interest of your people. 

And speaking about the interest of the 
people, I do want to say something about 
the tornadoes that recently hit America. I 
had the—I called the Governor of Indiana 
this morning and expressed my deepest 
condolences for the families who lost lives. 
I asked him if there was more Federal re-
sponse needed. He felt like the response 
that we had given was appropriate at the 
time. And many Americans are now asking 
God’s blessings on those who suffered 
through this natural disaster. 

Mr. President, I’m fully aware that 
25,000 of our citizens live in your beautiful 
country. I can see why. It is a beautiful 
country. Panama City is a modern, progres-
sive city, and your Government is a mod-
ern, progressive Government. I congratu-
late you for your fiscal reforms. I congratu-
late you for the strong growth of your econ-
omy. I appreciate your transparency. I ap-
preciate your strong commitment to fight-
ing corruption. It sends a clear signal not 
only to the people of this important country 
but also to people throughout the region. 
And it’s noble, and it’s important that you 
continue, which I know you will, your very 
strong leadership. 

I look forward to continuing to discuss 
ways for us to fight narcotrafficking. You’ve 
been strong in that. And that’s important 
for our hemisphere, not to allow the 
narcotraffickers and narcoterrorists to be 
able to threaten the stability of democ-
racies. I also appreciate your strong com-
mitment to democracy, itself, rule of law, 
and freedom to worship, freedom of the 
press, the ability for government to be 
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transparent, and governments to have 
checks and balances so that we deal with 
the rule of law, not the rule of man. And 
it’s your example, which is an important 
example for others to see. 

And again, I want to thank you very 
much for your leadership. I also thank you 
very much for helping another part of the 
world become free and democratic, and 
that’s in Iraq. And I appreciate the super-
visors that you sent to help monitor the 
elections, to see to it that those—the vote 
on the constitution is free and fair. And 
I congratulate you for that. It’s an impor-
tant gesture, recognizing that—a gesture 
that recognizes that freedom is universal 
in its application and that democracy is the 
best way to lay the groundwork for peace. 

And I finally want to thank you very 
much for the condolences and offers of as-
sistance you gave to our people after Hurri-
cane Katrina. You’re indeed a good friend, 
and I’m proud to be here to confirm that 
friendship. 

President Torrijos Espino. Thank you. 
We would at this time open the floor 

to two questions per side for the journalist 
group. 

Panama-U.S. Free Trade Agreement/ 
Unexploded Ordinance 

Q. Good morning. You discussed the free 
trade agreement. There’s been some re-
marks, Mr. President, in regard that your 
support in Congress has lessened and that 
the CAFTA was approved by a very narrow 
margin. What are the real probabilities of 
getting support in Congress for the ratifica-
tion of a free trade agreement between 
Panama and the United States? 

And there’s also concern in Panama re-
garding the subject of the unexploded ordi-
nance in areas contaminated in Emperador, 
San Jose, et cetera, and the commitment 
from the United States as to whether those 
areas can be decontaminated. 

President Bush. Let me start with the 
chances of getting an agreement passed. 
The first step is to get the agreement done, 

and we’re getting close. And I—we talked 
to Trade Minister Portman yesterday on the 
way here to Panama. He understands 
how—the importance I place and the pri-
ority I place on this agreement. And we 
just got to continue to work it and get 
it done. 

Secondly, we’re going to have to work 
the Congress. We talked about working the 
Congress. It’s—I’ll do my best to work in 
the Congress, and the Panamanian Govern-
ment understands that once we get an 
agreement, that ministers and friends and 
allies of Panama will go work the Congress. 
And one area that we need to make 
progress on is with the Democrat Party. 
The Democrat Party is a free—for many 
sessions, was a free trade party. Not totally, 
but they had—let me rephrase that—the 
Democrat Party had free trade members 
who are willing to make the right decisions 
based not on politics but based on what’s 
best for the interest of the country. And 
that spirit has dissipated in recent votes, 
and Panama can help reinvigorate the spir-
it. We can help to make sure this isn’t 
just such a partisan issue that people are 
unwilling to make a vote based upon their 
principle and what’s right for our respective 
countries. 

Secondly, we had obligations under the 
treaty, and we felt like we met those obliga-
tions. There is a difference of opinion, and 
so we have a disagreement that we will 
continue to discuss. And we’re able to do 
so in a way that I think is constructive, 
because we’re friends. 

Deb [Deb Riechmann, Associated Press]. 

CIA Employee’s Identity Disclosure 
Investigation 

Q. Back in October of 2000, Mr. Presi-
dent—— 

President Bush. October of 2000? 
Q. Yes, sir. Back in October of 2000, 

this is what you said—— 
President Bush. Okay. Whew. 
Q. ‘‘We will ask not only what is legal 

but what is right, not what the lawyers 
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allow but what the public deserves.’’ In the 
CIA leak case, has your administration lived 
up to this campaign promise? 

President Bush. In the—pardon my—I 
didn’t hear you. 

Q. In the CIA leak case, has your admin-
istration lived up to this campaign promise? 

President Bush. Oh, Deb, look, I said 
the other day to the press corps that was 
assembled in Argentina that there’s still an 
ongoing investigation. We take this inves-
tigation very seriously, and we’ll continue 
to cooperate during the investigation. 

Panama Canal/Free Trade of the Americas 
Agreement 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. President 
Bush, how would the United States look 
upon mainland China’s participation in the 
subject of the widening of the Panama 
Canal? And would this participation affect 
interests of the United States? 

And on the other hand, in the recent 
FTAA summit held in South America, there 
were deep divisions, and what do you feel 
these deep divisions are all about, these 
ideological issues among the countries of 
MERCOSUR? 

President Bush. First let me start with 
the Panama Canal. I think it is wise for 
the Government to consider modernizing 
the canal. It’s—things have changed since 
the canal was first built, and there needs 
to be a continued appraisal of the canal 
to make sure that it is—it’s used. It’s in 
the nation’s interest that this canal be mod-
ernized. And so I—we didn’t discuss the 
financing mechanisms, but I’m confident 
that however the widening is—the mod-
ernization is financed, that the Government 
and the—those authorities over the canal 
recognize that it is to be used by every-
body, that the canal is international, that 
there ought to be equal access. It’s in the 
interest of those who run the canal not 
only to modernize it but to make sure it’s 
used properly. 

At the FTAA, 29 countries—I mean, at 
the summit on the FTAA, 29 countries 

said, ‘‘Let’s make sure in 2006, we continue 
discussing a way forward for the FTAA’’— 
29 of the 34 countries. There was a strong 
approval for the concept of working to-
gether to put agreements in place that will 
enable us to compete with China in the 
long run, for example. And so I found the 
spirit for free trade to be strong. There 
was five nations that said, ‘‘Well, we don’t 
want to do it as soon as 2006.’’ On the 
other hand, I went to Brazil yesterday, and 
there was strong agreement in Brazil that 
we work together to advance the Doha 
round of the WTO. 

The impression I came away with, which 
is an accurate impression is, is that there’s 
a lot of people who recognize—by far, the 
vast majority of countries recognize it’s in 
our nations’ interests to advance the trade 
agenda. 

Let’s see here. Toby [Tabassum Zakaria, 
Reuters]. 

War on Terror 
Q. Mr. President, there has been a bit 

of an international outcry over reports of 
secret U.S. prisons in Europe for terrorism 
suspects. Will you let the Red Cross have 
access to them? And do you agree with 
Vice President Cheney that the CIA should 
be exempt from legislation to ban torture? 

President Bush. Our country is at war, 
and our Government has the obligation to 
protect the American people. The executive 
branch has the obligation to protect the 
American people; the legislative branch has 
the obligation to protect the American peo-
ple. And we are aggressively doing that. 
We are finding terrorists and bringing them 
to justice. We are gathering information 
about where the terrorists may be hiding. 
We are trying to disrupt their plots and 
plans. Anything we do to that effort, to 
that end, in this effort, any activity we con-
duct, is within the law. We do not torture. 

And therefore, we’re working with Con-
gress to make sure that as we go forward, 
we make it possible—more possible to do 
our job. There’s an enemy that lurks and 
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plots and plans and wants to hurt America 
again. And so, you bet, we’ll aggressively 
pursue them. But we will do so under the 
law. And that’s why you’re seeing members 
of my administration go and brief the Con-
gress. We want to work together in this 
matter. We—all of us have an obligation, 
and it’s a solemn obligation and a solemn 
responsibility. And, you know, I’m con-
fident that when people see the facts, that 
they’ll recognize that we’ve—they’ve got 
more work to do and that we must protect 
ourselves in a way that is lawful. 

Mr. President, thank you. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference 
began at 9:25 a.m. at the Casa Amarilla. In 
his remarks, he referred to Gov. Mitch Dan-
iels of Indiana. President Torrijos Espino and 
some reporters spoke in Spanish, and their 
remarks were translated by an interpreter. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of this 
news conference. 

Remarks in a Discussion on Panama’s Future in Panama City 
November 7, 2005 

Mr. President, thank you for your invita-
tion. I told the President earlier I was really 
looking forward to stopping here in Panama 
for a variety of reasons. First, I’m proud 
of the job he’s done. He’s fought corrup-
tion. He’s been a strong fiscal steward of 
the people’s money. This economy is grow-
ing. 

Secondly, I wanted to see the Panama 
Canal. It’s a marvel. It’s a fantastic oppor-
tunity to see this great engineering feat. 
And at my press availability today, I said 
how proud I was of the people of Panama 
for managing this canal in a professional 
way, for the good of commerce around the 
world. 

Thirdly, I think it’s very important for 
us always to reconfirm the importance of 
democracy in our hemisphere. And Panama 

is a strong democracy, a democracy that 
believes in the freedom to worship, the 
freedom to speak, the freedom of the press, 
the notion that everybody has got a voice. 
And so it’s an opportunity to say thank you 
for those of you who are working so strong 
to make sure your democracy flourishes. 

So Laura and I are really thrilled to be 
here. It’s been a magnificent trip. I’m sorry 
it’s not longer. I told the President, after 
I’m President, I’ll come back and go fishing 
with him. [Laughter] In the meantime, 
thanks for having us. I’m proud to be here. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. at 
Salon Miraflores. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks at a Rally for Gubernatorial Candidate Jerry Kilgore in Richmond, 
Virginia 
November 7, 2005 

The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thanks for the kind introduction, Governor. 
We’re not taking anything for granted. 

Laura and I are here to ask you to turn 
out the vote tomorrow for Jerry Kilgore 
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